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What's new around TICAD VI?
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(2 Afri-Can T JH A bD NEBHEHAVZ2E1— [FhET 7

U7, Fh& TICADS (2) EARRE A

http://afri-can-ticad.org/interview_top/interview_002/
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(6) Mozambique news reports and clippings '"Mozambique:

Gilles Cistac gunned down', 3 March 2015
http://allafrica.com/stories/201503040921.htm!

(7) UNHCR '"UNHCR begins relocating Mozambican

asylum-seekers in Malawi', 15 April 2016
http://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2016/4/5710d5746/
unhcr-begins-relocating-mozambican-asylum-seekers-
malawi.html

(8) http://www.cnn.co,jp/special/rio_olympics2016/35087848-2.

html

(9) Reuters 'IMF urges African states to cut deficits as

growth grinds lower', Oct 25, 2016
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-africa-economy-imf-
idUSKCN12P0IM?il=0

(10) The Economist 'Boats and a scandal, Mozambique's

default’, Jan 19th 2017
http://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-
africa/21715030-mozambique-fails-pay-its-debts-
mozambiques-default
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Reflecting on my TICAD VI experience

My impression and observation
after participating in the TICAD in Japan and Kenya

My participation in the TICAD VI summit in Nairobi
(Kenya) and in some Pre-TICAD VI preparatory meetings
in Djiboud, Tokyo and Kyoto (Japan) was a life-changing
experience. My impressions on the Africa-Japan relation-
ship, especially their quest to assist Africa to take owner-
ship of its resources and decide what partners to make was
quite enriching. Their exemplary collaboration based on
concerted and sustainable efforts for effective development
increased my zeal towards global peace and understand-
ing. I experienced a deep sense of commitment by the
Japan Citizen Network for TICAD (JCNT) to collaborate
with the Civic Commission for Africa (CCfA). These two
umbrella organizations combined their efforts and actively
participated in the Senior Official Meeting (SOM) of the
co-sponsors of the TICAD process in Djibouti in March
2016. The two organizations took a common position on
the priority areas for the Conference in August.

After the SOM meeting, we proceeded to Japan (Tokyo)
to attend the TICAD People’s Forum-New Horizon of
Africa and Japan organised by JCNT and Africa Japan
Forum. Our Japanese counterparts facilitated a forum that
brought together Japanese and Africans to discuss areas
of collaboration in developing the African Continent.
This gave the CCfA delegation an opportunity to make
valuable contributions on the Sustainable Development
Goals. I was particularly active and presented a paper on
peace and security issues in Africa. The CCfA delegation
paid a courtesy call to the Embassy of Kenya in Japan for
a debriefing on CCfA’s role in the upcoming TICAD VI
conference in Nairobi, Kenya.

From Tokyo, we moved to Kyoto to attend preparatory
meetings for the G7 Summit which was scheduled for
May 2016. This was a crucial engagement for CCfA to

raise pertinent issues on G7’s contribution to Africa’s De-

Willibroad Dze-Ngwa

velopment. The representatives from Northern and Asian
countries had little interest in African issues, although the
JCNT facilitated our participation during the meeting as
the CCfA were the only Africans present at this meeting.

A CCfA Board Meeting was held on March 23rd 2016
in Kyoto to discuss the countdown to the TICAD VI
meeting in Nairobi (Kenya). We reviewed the Yokohama
Declaration and presented a CSO perspective of what
has been achieved, what has not been achieved and the
way forward. Care was taken such that analysis focused
on the different thematic areas identified as priority areas
for TICAD VI and the Sustainable Development Goals.
We also prepared for the TICAD Ministerial Meeting in
the Gambia and a Non-State Actors workshop in Nairobi
which was a high profile meeting involving the private sec-
tor, media, academia and the Diaspora, the AU, Foreign
Ministers etc. The CCfA and JCNT organized enriching
side events to better articulate their positions to the differ-
ent stake holders of the TICAD process.

Evidently, our pre-TICAD, TICAD VI and post-
TICAD VI experiences showed the determination of
Japan to truly reconnect with Africa. The Japanese govern-
ment to a large extent opened up space for CSOs in Japan
to contribute to the upcoming agenda. Bringing along the
“who-is-who” in the Japanese private sector to Kenya was
another clear manifestation of a strong will to collaborate.
It was interesting that we were provided with space to
engage in the conception of the TICAD declaration based

on our lived experiences and knowledge.

Challenges faced by African Civil Societies

Despite the above-mentioned, African Civil Societies
have some concerns:

* One of the biggest challenges of the African civil
societies is inadequate financial resources to carry on its

activities with some autonomy. This is serious because im-

Willibroad Dze-Ngwa (PhD) is the Vice President in Charge of African Affairs in the Civic Commission for Africa (CCfA) and
Focal Person in the Central African Sub-Region. He is Executive Director of African Network against llliteracy, Conflicts and

Human Rights Abuses (ANICHRA).
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plementing the SDGs requires enough resources. This has
made the CCfA to be dependent of their Japanese coun-
terparts for some of their activities. It will be important to
empower African CSOs financially for effective output.

e Another challenge is that Africa's realities were not
well articulated in the G7 process-while the other conti-
nents used the G7 processes to promote their issues. It is
therefore incumbent for CCfA and their Japanese partners
to be given space within the G7 process to advocate for
relevant issues pertaining to African CSOs in particular
and CSOs in general.

* The CCfA is concerned about their involvement in the
conception, implementation, monitoring and evaluation
processes within the TICAD process in order to better
articulate Africa’s challenges in infrastructure, industriali-
zation, Resilient and sustainable Health systems and issues
of Social Security.

¢ African Civil Societies have the challenge of leadership.
The different interest areas: pro-establishment, anti-estab-
lishment, pro-Francophonie or pro-Commonwealth, pro-
Japanese CSOs have failed to speak with ONE LOUD
VOICE.

* Another great challenge for the CCfA is the issue of
land-grabbing. There are no clear dispositions that the
huge investments in agriculture under TICAD VI will not
displace small scale farmers and worsen their plight. Hu-
man rights issues and sad experiences of how some African
governments allow the citizen into the hands of crude em-
ployers abound.

* African Civil Societies are equally faced with the chal-
lenge of guarantying stability and sustainable peace by
fighting against marginalization, social exclusion, unem-
ployment, violent extremism and youth radicalization and
build strong internal state structures which promotes the
rule of law; free, transparent and credible elections; pro-
mote the respect of human rights and freedoms; ensure
good governance and the fight against corruption and im-

punity; and ensure the inclusion in decision-making.

CCfA activities in Cameroon

As Vice President of the CCfA in charge of African
Affairs, and Focal Person for the Central African Sub-
Region, it is important to spread the CCfA activities in
Cameroon and beyond. We have a six-man interim re-
gional coordinating team of the CCfA for Central Africa
set up after a meeting on Saturday 27th February, 2016 in

Yaoundé. Ms. Kanae Dote, our Japanese friend of the Pan

P i
Africa’'s Ownership
’ n African y f
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Prof. Dze-Ngwa's presentation at the TICAD VI side even (Left)
Nairobi, KENYA Aug. 2016

African Institute for Development, has always been help-
ful during our meetings.

Prior to our trip to Japan and Kenya, we paid a courtesy
visit to the JICA Resident Representative to Cameroon,
Mr. Umemoto Shinji and the Japanese Ambassador
to Cameroon, H.E. Okamura Kunio and her assistant
Yoshino Sawako. I was accompanied to the Ambassador's
by Mrs. Achuo Rosemary, Cultural Affairs Officer for
ANICHRA and Dr. Apisay Eveline Ayafor on Thursday
March 3rd, 2016. The ambassador advised that in terms of
collaboration, CCfA could only collaborate indirectly with
the Japanese government through UN agencies (UNICEE
UNDP, UNHCR, World Bank). The ambassador was
concerned with the Boko Haram situation in the country.

After the very rich experience gathered prior, during and
after the TICAD VI Conference in Nairobi, we organized
a restitution of the activities of TICAD VI in Yaounde at-
tended by over 40 CSOs. Worthy to note is that I was ac-
companied to the conference by Mrs. Langsi Ruth Yeloma,
representing small farmers’ scheme in the Central African
Sub-Region. We presented a detailed report of the TICAD
VI activities and distributed the Nairobi Declaration and
the Implementation Plan to participants and the media.
We equally gave out the joint press release by African and
Japanese Civil Societies.

We have since carried out media (radio and Television)
sensitization campaigns about the TICAD process as a
whole. Through the African Network against Illiteracy
Contflicts and Humans Rights Abuse (ANICHRA) we
have organized training workshops in Buea, Douala, Wum
and Yaounde on “Citizenship and Peace education”, “Youth
de-radicalization” and “rolling back violent extremism”,
“inter-religious dialogue” and “community development”.
Through these training workshops we have been able to
build capacity and competences that should improve on

the welfare of Cameroonians.
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