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COVID-19 further revealed vulnerabilities of 
local health systems



COVID-19
in the 

Philippines, 
the region,
& the world





Public Private

DOH-DTI 
Price Range
(DOH-DTI JAO 
2020-001)

PhP 3800 PhP 4500-5000

PhilHealth 
Case Rate
(PHIC Circular 
2020-0017)

PhP 901 – 3409

if laboratory is accredited, and whether 
materials are donated or purchased

Out-of-
Pocket 
Expenses

PhP 391+ PhP 1091+

unless laboratory or facility accepts
no-balance billing

Compared to 
minimum 
wage value*
(DOLE June 
2021 Minimum 
Wage Rates)

107% 298%

if PhilHealth rate is used

1037% 1228-1365%

if PhilHealth cannot be applied
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ibreng testing at pagpapagamot sa COVID-19

garang contact tracing at genomic surveillance

alawakin at pabilisin ang pagbabakuna

yuda sa pag-quarantine at para sa lahat

aasan ang kapasidad ng sistemang pangkalusugan

Public
46%Private

54%

Is testing free for the average Filipino?

Majority of 277 laboratories 
are in cities and are private, 

affecting access to immediate 
and timely COVID-19 testing.

Manwhile, there still remain 
31 provinces without a single 

testing center: 13 in Luzon,
7 in Visayas, 11 in Mindanao. 

* Based on average of non-agricultural wages across 17 regions



CONTACT TRACING
IN THE PHILIPPINES
A GRAPHICAL REPRESENTATION

LEGEND

INFECTED

TRACED CLOSE CONTACT

UNTRACED CLOSE CONTACT

EACH INFECTED INDIVIDUAL WITH COVID-19

CAN INFECT AT LEAST 2-3 OTHERS, WHO WILL

THEN EXPOSE OTHERS IN THE HOUSEHOLD AND

THE COMMUNITY. THIS IS WHY CONTACT TRACING

IS INTEGRAL TO ANY PANDEMIC RESPONSE.

CURRENT NATIONAL AVERAGE

1:6
NATIONAL TARGET

1:37

1:15









Vaccine Inequity in 
the Philippines

• Government agencies (DOH, NTF) acknowledge gaps 

in delivery and global supply

• Rush for bilateral deals for vaccine supply, donations

• Alleged smuggling of Sinopharm vaccines in 2020

• COVAX deliveries, donations from other countries

• Loans, ‘tripartite’ arrangements

• ‘Helplessness’ amid global demand and situation?





PHARMACEUTICAL firms should opt to secure voluntary licensing to produce Covid-19 doses 
despite the worldwide call to waive patent protection for the vaccine, the Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI) said.

Trade Secretary Ramon Lopez said there is only a slim chance the waiver for Covid-19 
vaccine intellectual property (IP) rights will be approved by the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) given there is no consensus yet.

“In the end, what should happen, if ever, is voluntary licensing instead. This cannot be done 
unilaterally,” Lopez said. “At this point, it is a supply issue where the vaccine manufacturers 
cannot keep up with the global demand rather than IP issue,” [he] added.





THE INTELLECTUAL property (IP) regulator urged caution on proposals to suspend some IP 
protections in the case of goods needed to contain the pandemic as such a move may affect 
global trade agreements.

“Of course, the waiver will have implications on the Philippines’ obligations under 
international trade agreements, particularly those with IP chapters,” Intellectual Property 
Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL) Bureau of Patents Director Lolibeth R. Medrano said in an 
event Saturday.

“Still, we need a municipal law to have that effective in our jurisdiction. We’re studying 
actually the implications of the waiver — if it’s approved — to the IP Code provisions.”







May to June 2021 Twitter Rallies



DON’T WAVER ON THE WAIVER!

#PEOPLEOVERPATENTS   #PEOPLEOVERPROFIT   #RIGHTTOHEALTH     #TRIPSWAIVER

A CALL FOR PHILIPPINE & GLOBAL SUPPORT FOR THE TRIPS WAIVER AMID THE PANDEMIC

NOT JUST FOR VACCINES

TOOLS FOR THE OF COVID-19

MEDICINES DIAGNOSTICS TECHNOLOGIES

PREVENTION  TREATMENT       CONTAINMENT



GLOBAL & LOCAL SUPPORT 
FOR TRIPS WAIVER NOW!

EQUITABLE ACCESS TO 
COVID-19 TREATMENT & 

TECHNOLOGIES NOW!



お時間を頂きまして誠に
ありがとうございました!


