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Greetings from the Peoples Vaccine Alliance (PVA) in Asia.

We are a rapidly growing and diverse alliance of advocates for an equitable and free
COVID-19 vaccines for all peoples and affordable for all nations. Our movement includes
people with lived experience of COVID, health rights and humanitarian organisations,
past and present world leaders, healthcare providers, social movements, civil society
organizations, journalists, faith leaders, economists, lawyers, and others.

We are extremely concerned by the very slow progress in scaling up global COVID-19
vaccine access and inoculation. Most of the world’s population, especially in middle-
and lower-income countries, lacks access to the vaccine. At the speed with which it is
proceeding, it will take decades to vaccinate all who need it.

The COVID-19 vaccines are owned by big pharmaceutical corporations who are refusing to
share the science and technology that could speed up mass production and distribution
for the entire planet.

A temporary waiver of World Trade Organization (WTO) intellectual property rules
during the COVID-19 pandemic, as proposed by South Africa and India and supported by
more than 100 WTO member states and numerous health experts worldwide, is a vital
and necessary step to bring an end to this pandemic.

WTO TRIPS waiver must be combined with ensuring vaccine know-how and technology
is shared openly. This can be achieved through the World Health Organization COVID-19
Technology Access Pool. These actions would expand global manufacturing capacity,
unhindered by industry monopolies that are driving the dire supply shortages blocking
vaccine access.

The full protection of intellectual property and monopolies will adversely impact efforts
to vaccinate the world, and therefore is self-defeating. Given artificial global supply
shortages, poor people do not have access to vaccine and cannot go back to work without
risking their lives, pushing into deep poverty and distress. It may erase any gains which
countries in the south have made to reduce poverty thus far.

The Peoples Vaccine Alliance in Asia is reaching out to you, with this hope that you will
listen to the voices of citizens across Asia and the global South and decide to:

0 Support the ‘temporary TRIPS Waiver’ proposal at the WTO during its general
council meeting scheduled on 30th April, 2021.

e Lead and support moves to encourage and ensure big pharmaceutical companies
and rich country governments to voluntarily join WHO led COVID-19 Technology
Access Pool.



Countries in Asia, including China, India, Thailand, and others have demonstrated
capacity to produce vaccines. The Asia region has a world-class generic pharmaceutical
industry with a little more shared technology and know-how, Asia-based companies
can quickly support new manufacturing capacity in other countries, thereby reducing the
negative impact of COVID and improving response capacity for future pandemics.

Your action today will determine how many people, and among them mostly the poor
of the world, will be vaccinated by end of 2021 and in 2022. And this at a time when a
solidaristic, humanitarian and accountable response is being called for to save people
and their futures.

We look for your positive response and thank you in advance for supporting universal
access to the COVID-19 vaccine.
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