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TéaCher's mobile libraries bring knowledge to rural children

NATALIE KAMMIES

VETERAN English teach-

er on & mission to alle-.

viate tha Ellght of rural
school pupils lacking books has
-{won an international lteracy L.
{ prize for her travelling library 3
project. i
‘In the next few weeks Jjude 3
Baatjes will take her two mobile -
libraries to schools in far-flung. §
areas of the Western Cape |
where puplls see relatively few
books. Baatjes wiil squeeze two
mintlibrarles into two buses
which will be rotated betwean
§ schools. :

This has become possible
through winning the R16 000
Guust Van Wesemael Literacy

rize two weeks ago, awarded
E{ the International Fedération
of Library Associations, .

School teachers will be able
to order books from the Hibrary
ang keep them for three weeks
before the bus collects them,

The buses, which were sup-
plied by a Japanese aid group
which also donated books, will
be stationed at two depots in
Grabouw and Tulbagh,

Each mobile library is able to
hold about 5:000 books and will
be equipped with a television
and video recorder for educa.-
tional programines, .

Baatjes zlso hiopesto provide
soup to schoolchildren as some  §
only eat one meal a day. ’

Baatjes, who- taught high
school English for 25 years, has
'spent the past three years trav-
elling thousands of kilometres
for the education department
trying to provide resources to
rural schools, ' "
.1 She sald the only books avatl-

able at some schools were those
.| belonging to teachers, At some
‘f schools the nearest library was
S0km away.

. “These children don't have
access to books and don't know
how to do projects or research
independently,” she sald,
adding that a lack of resources
stunted children's mental
g{owth and contributed to the
igh drop-out rate..

Unless children received
books they would be left ina
“time warp™, unable to cope
with the latest Information tech-
nology, sald Baatjes.

She alse recelved R6 000
worth of books on winning the'
Unesco Books -for Children
Grant slx months ago and this
will help stock the libraries.

Baatjes' travelling IKbrarles
‘will initlally. go to two rural
schools in the Grabouw area
and four. in Ceres. .

“If 1 can at least bring them a
cup of soup and a book, | feel 1
would have “done -something
small,” satd Baatjes. o

'MOVEABLE FEAST: English teacher June Baatjias and one of her travelling Iibrarles
7




