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Sa1tama in. South

Volunteers 1r1 Sa1tama Prefeczure are

South’ Afrlca where black chxldren in
many: schools Lick any textbooks:

By ROY'K. AKAGAWA
A.sahn Evaning News

‘volunteer group:in
Saitama Prefecturé is
playing a small part in
1mpr0vmg the educa-

chlldren in_South Africa
through the donation of
English. books and mobile
libraties” -

Together with Afnca and ..

Asia Association (TAASL) was

set uprin Saitama in April 1992

by Chikako Noda, who funs a
localjuku cramming schiool.

Over the past six years, TAAA |

has. sent abeit 120,000
English boolks to South, Aﬁ-ma

and seven mohile libraries to
help bring books to children .
in isclated communities m

South Africa.

“The agreement by Gauteng ~
-state in South Africa to cover ©7

operating expenses for the

niohile hbranes sent there is i/
a bnght s:gn {or our group’s
activities,” Noda said.

» In the past, TAAA had sent

tion envirenment of %

* ‘bookmobiles o nongovern-

... -mental organizations, only to .|
* “discover that these NGOs had -7
-problems paying for; the gaso-

“lineand other costs of run--

;ming the moebile libraries in-

the field.
:/The vehi¢les: sent from

Japan were ill headed for the |

scrapheap here hecause of -
. regulations stipulating that . .
* such'vehicles carinot be used-:
for more thar 10 years. Since.
‘the vehicles wére often still
serviceable, TAAA czlled on -

mupicipalities that were plan-

ping to scrap their mobile,
Kllbrarxes to donate them to the-
“groupinstead. .

. While TAAA recawed these, ,
used mobile libraries in Japan™
for free, they have had to pay .

shipping costs. In-this they

books fiee of charge to South
Africa for ’I‘AAA, aLcc-rdmg to

" Noda.

Noda became mterested in

welcome to visiting TAAA members last November, :

B RBOY K. AKAS
- Chikako Noda

HOTOK] NODAL TAM .

Residents of Northern Ceres near Cape Town lcok over ~*

- @ mobile library sent from Japan by TAAA members. -

South Africa about six veais-
- ago. She started working as a. -
“yolunteer af the Tokyo office-
African National -

of the
Congress, whmh at that time

was the main opposition party...

for blacks in South Africa.

+There she caine into contact

with many ANC members

“whiovisited Japas and told her -

about the problems facing

" blacks in South Africa. -
= have been helped by discount -
rates offered by Mitsui Q.S K, °
Liftes Ltd. The shipping line--
_has also generously shipped .

A project to send used

clothes to South™ Africa’
evolved intg the project to

send English books. At first

TAAA asked junior high and
sepnior high schools in-
Saitdna to contribote text-
- books used in English classes

iy

An . Benoni,-

“‘that were no lohger needed.

These iextbooks, that includ-
ed simple short stories, were
often found to be excellent for
biack South Affican children
just starting to learn English.
The need for English books

sfor'black children arose in
_part from the strong disadvan-

tage 'that blacks faced as a
result of the apartheid policy

+ of discrimination in Seuth

Africa-before the passage
of & new Constitution in

: December-1993. -
A recent trip to South Africa -
sibyféur members of TAAA

showed not oniy that their

past coitributions were mak-
Jing # difference, but also

brought home the extent to

-which more beoks would have
to'be sent to be of real help to

the South African people.

" Noda explained that in most

schools attended by blacks
the children lack textbocks
for study.iThe saly books are

used by the teachers who

read {0 the children and show
them the illustrations.”

Fusamichi Shitaya, a high’
. school teacher in Saitama

Pr efea.ture, said even with.the

() H
% QOne of the success stori
wﬁnessed by thé group was.in
' ...Daveytown, a black tow-nsth
outs;de of

seriols d:sadvantages they
il xp ssiong of

had donated 3 million yento
build a support center’fot a~

mobile library based there. - I

The money provided fora
brick building that contained
not only a garage for the
mobile library, but-alse a2

store area for exira books that . '

were categorized and-pre-" - -~

pared for use in the mqblle.. L e S

library by a specialist.
Kenichi Kitazume, a librari- -
an in Saitama Prefecture who - .
also went on the November- 7 -
trip, pointed out that some - -
mabile libraries in Smtama'
even luck specialists. EHR
Kitazume has been tnvolved -
in mobile librasies in Saitama - *
for many years, and was able -
te exchange views on their
operation while on the trip to
Scuth Africa.

The group realizes that® &

more beoks will have to be

sent to South Africa to keep |
the mobile Kbraries going. As:
Kitazume said, & stock of ...
books about double the popu-
fation of the areacovered hya
single mobile library is need-

ed to ensure an zdeguate :
number for borrowers. :

. TAAA welcomes nlf Enndv of .
baoks in English, including dié- -

Hionaries, novels and nonfiction
-works, The books can be sent to
Chtkako Noda, 5-17-1 (Mg, Yoo~ -

$hi, Saitama Prefeciure 338-0012. . .

'-. Jor more information, call Noda =220
it 048-832-8271 or fux 048-832-

607, The group ilse welcomes
monelary donations and volun-

deers willing 1o help unthpackmg... . ”
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