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Mobﬂe library base opened in Daveyton

By Dave Bentley
Chairman

The Methodist Education
[nsticute:~ "{MEI). - was
founded in 1997, 1o assist
the educagior: needs of
the old DET system. In
time it has evolved as a

circuit ministry of the
Benoni Circuit. of the™
_ Methedist Charch, con:2?
sisting of members of var-__

fous societies in Benoni
who aim’to uplift educa-
tion staridards. ~ -

[n 1993 we received a
lecter from a volunteer
group in Japan called the
Together with Africa and
Asia Associationy (TAAAY

- who had been alerred o
the fact that books were
urgently needed by school

children in South: Africa. .
They had collected sec--

ond-hand English books
and were looking ‘ro dis-
tribute  them. - We res-
ponded eaperly and the

* the area, the advantages

arrived by

first batch of one on of

‘books arrived by post.

Further batches followed
which we sorted .and
donated ta 40 schools in

. Daveyton and Erwarwa.

After operating- like
this for two years and dis-

. wibudirig 20 000 books, - ;
we' realised the desperate . §
-need for a library.

This. resulted in the

idea of Tunning a fobile . §

library to the schools in

‘being thar fewer books
could be used to serve
more people, “all books
would be available to all
pupils ‘and libraries did
not need to be built ac
each school.

We discussed this wnh
the TAAA who respond-
ed enthusiastically with a
mobile  library, which
ship_' from

The library being inspécted by teachers of Daveyton
Primary. For left is Elphas Dube, Principal of
Daueyt(m Prlmary and MEI member.

- Openmg the Buse Librirys Dave Bentley

Chairperson of Methodist Education: Instifute and
Chzkﬂkﬂ Noda,’ Chalrperson of TAAA., :

Japan. In order to opesate’,

the mobile library “we

books.
A plan was drawn up

and the’ funds. for- this: - ..
building (R120 000)" ~
were generously donated |
by the Japanese: Ministry |
of ‘Posts. and. Telecomm-.

unications who also

granted. funds fnr operat-.;

ing costs:”
This base has now
been built and was offi-

» cially opened on 18 Nov-
- ~ember at Daveyron Prim-
“ary School by the chair-
Cpersor of TAAA, Chlk
“-ako Noda: 7

This project is* bemg
Tun by ME! in conjunc-
non with the Gauteng
Department of Education,

g w.ho are to pay for a fibrar-
+. ian for the mobile library,
. needed a base from which .« ;s
“it could operate as well as”

a -place. for swring. spare

It is hoped to collect
donations of second-hand
bocks throughout the year
to supplement the 2C 000
bocks we have at present.
In the l_cmg: ‘erm, we

“ered  God’s

hope t© build pwvo more basc
libraries, and to operafé a,
different. mobile. library. 1o

~each type of school

Thiough this projece
we ‘are spreading.-the
gospel. by showing people
that the ¢hurch cares and
thar ]esus “Christ does
make o Jifference in the

. lives of the needy.

We have aiso-discov- -
Cwionderful
providence inSrewarding
our willingness. (¥ '
when we step out:#if
and really helieve that, if
it's God's Will, then He
wili provide, and that we
discover just how much a
few caring Methodists can
do o make a real differ-
ence in the world,

We hope that this pro-
ject wiil prove to be a pilot
project for many, similar
ventures - by | churches
throughour South Aftica

‘1o get out there and make:..

a dlfference [ ]

Dave Bentley with Sadao Koga, Japanese Mabile
Librarian and. TAAA member, Chikako Neda,
Chairperson TAAA and Mrs Yuko Kuga, TAAA
member. : ) .
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