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The Media study “Aid to African Agri-culture. Lessons from Two Decades of Donors’ Experiences {Lele, 1991} has
clearly illustrated that donor agencies are part of the problem. The form in which aid is given makes its absorption more
difficult than it needs to be. The large number of donor agencies and the limited human institutional capacity within
Africa compounds the problem. Reference is also made to the lack of institutional memory of donor agencies and their
declining internal know-how and capacity. As a result, the “bandwagon syndrome” has become acute, reflected in the

collective support for (rapidly changing) aid fashions.
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